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CRCT Information 

“Unity Makes Us Great!” 

Third, fourth and fifth grade students will be taking the Criterion-Referenced 

Competency Tests (CRCT) beginning Thursday, April 24th.  Testing will conclude 

Wednesday, April 30th.  It is imperative that students be present and on time each day.   

Testing will begin at 8:30 a.m. No students will be allowed to enter the classroom after 

testing has begun.  Make sure your child gets a good night’s rest and eats a healthy 

breakfast.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

CRCT Practice Available Online for 3rd – 5th grade 

students 

Free CRCT practice tests are available on the Georgia OAS website.  You may access 

the OAS website through our school website at http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/

domain/971.  Students will need to enter their 10 digit Georgia ID number.  Your 

child’s teacher will have this number if you need it.  The password is “student”.   
Unity Grove Elementary 
School 
1180 Leguin Mill Rd. 
Locust Grove, GA 
30248 

Phone: (770) 898-8886 
Fax: (770) 898-8834 

 

 

Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Dr. Bob Bomar 
Assistant Principal 

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/971
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/971


 

 Page 2 March 2014 Unity Grove Elementary School Newsletter 

One of our 3rd grade students, Alyson Whitaker, has raised the most funds for Jump 

Rope for Heart at our school AND in the county for the past four years.  Her story was 

featured on the American Heart Association's website.  We are proud of Alyson and 

her efforts to bring help to those with heart conditions. 

Please click the link below to read more about Alyson’s story.  

http://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/details.aspx?

BlogId=4&PostId=2672&Ref=advocatestories&IssueId 

Jump Rope for the Heart  

Kindergarten News 

Kindergarten joined the counselors for some “Truck 

Day” fun. We learned about everything from 

transporting ice cream to schools to using cameras to 

clean out water pipes. Kindergarten enjoyed the 

discussions at each truck. We appreciate all the 

companies that sent a truck. They were good sports to 

continue in the rain.  

Kindergarten will be going to Rock Ranch on April 4th to learn about plants and 

animals on the farm. Field Trip permission forms and money should be turned in by 

March 28th. This is always a great day of fun. 

Kindergarten wants to send out a “Save the Date” for their end of the year program. 

This year the program will be held at Bethany Baptist Church on 

Highway 81 on Tuesday, May 20th. The program will start at 6:30. 

More information will be coming later. We hope all kindergarten 

students will participate. It is hard to believe we are almost 

through the year. Time is flying and we are learning so much! We 

are so proud of our kindergartners! 

http://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/details.aspx?BlogId=4&PostId=2672&Ref=advocatestories&IssueIdC:/Users/ChristinaP/Documents/(School%20newsletters)
http://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/details.aspx?BlogId=4&PostId=2672&Ref=advocatestories&IssueIdC:/Users/ChristinaP/Documents/(School%20newsletters)
http://www.looneytheclown.com/
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First grade students have discovered their green thumbs! Over the last several weeks, 

students have used what they have learned about light sources, plants, and living 

things to conduct an experiment. Student groups formed a hypothesis to determine 

which type of light source, artificial or natural light, plants would thrive in. They 

planted wild flower seeds and have been collecting data about each plant’s growth and 

the weather to form a conclusion. This has been a great way for students to get hands 

on experience using the scientific method, analyzing data, and using measurement 

tools.  

First Grade News 

Second Grade News 

Reading/Writing/Social Studies -  

We are integrating reading, social studies, and writing as learn about the only president 
from Georgia, Jimmy Carter.   

We will continue to review the three levels of government.        

Math –  

We will begin exploring multiplication.   

We will revisit multi-digit addition and subtraction, with and without regrouping.   

Please continue to work on basic addition and subtraction facts.  This is VERY 
important. 

Science – 

We will identify sources and usage of energy, light energy, heat energy, and energy in 
motion.   

We will demonstrate the effects of changes of speed on an object in our pushes and 
pulls unit. 

Field Trip –  

Where: Henry County PAC – “Swan Lake”  and  

Where: {after play} Heritage Park for lunch {if weather permits} 

When: April 28, 2014 

Donation Cost: $6.00 

Chaperones: Unfortunately, there are no chaperones for this field trip due to limited 
seating. It is a school performance day, and other schools are attending as well. 

Due Date:  Signed Form and Donation due by April 18th, 2014  
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Third grade has been busy reviewing skills to prepare for the CRCT. We have heard 
several positive responses from students who have accessed the OAS online CRCT 
review tests. We are delighted those students are accessing this program and that 
families are working through the problems to help your child review and prepare. 

Please note the new CRCT dates: 

Reading- April 24th 

LA- April 25th 

Math- April 28th 

Science- April 29th 

Social Studies- April 30th 

Spring break is quickly approaching: April 7th-11th. Rest, relax, and enjoy some warm 
weather. 

Math and Science Night is on April 17th. We hope to see you there! 

We are still collecting Box Tops and Campbell’s Soup Labels. Please continue to 
support our school throughout the remainder of the school year. We greatly appreciate 
the extra funds to purchase classroom supplies. 

Third grade has started the economics unit Mini-Society. Our third grade Market Day 
will be on May 9th. More information will be sent home about this event. We 
appreciate you supporting your child as they learn how to be an entrepreneur, budget 
funds, and make economic choices. 

Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade News 

FABULOUS FOURTH GRADE 

On March 19th and 20th, over 90 fourth graders packed up their sleeping bags and 
headed off to the Rock Eagle 4-H Center in Eatonton, Georgia.  Students participated 
in team building games, attended herpetology classes, and orienteered through the 
woods.  They went on hikes, sang songs at a real live campfire, and even had a dance 
social.  The weather was beautiful, and the food was fantastic!  If you get the chance, 
be sure to ask a fourth grader what they thought about the bunk beds in the cabins or 
the kickball games against the parents and teachers.  

As CRCT gets closer, students are showing what they know using practice tests on the 
OAS website. Students have a personal login and the password is student. 

Be sure to be on the lookout for a fourth grade calendar of fun events for the month of 
May.  We still have much work to do, but there are many fun things to do scattered all 
throughout the last month of school.  As long as students continue to do homework, 
classwork, and follow class and school rules, they can participate in all of the fun!  
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Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

Fifth Grade News 

This month, we will focus on your child’s knowledge of test taking strategies.  

Developing good test taking strategies can help student confidence and preparation for 

test taking.  The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) has posted the 2013-2014 

edition of the Online Assessment System (OAS). This system provides opportunities 

for students to answer practice CRCT questions in an online format.  Please visit the 

Online Assessment Page to learn more. https://www.georgiaoas.org/servlet/a2l.  Your 

child’s teacher will have their log-in information.   

Please continue to allow your child to use the MyAccess writing program.  We have 

seen tremendous improvement in writing because of using this site.  The link is: http://

www.myaccess.com/myaccess/do/log   

Our 5th graders have just returned from a fabulous trip to 

Wahsega 4-H Center in Dahlonega, GA. They learned about 

survival in the woods, geology and soils, herpetology, forest 

ecology, stream ecology, gold panning, night wildlife, and 

sensory awareness. In addition, they had a campfire with 

s'mores! The fifth grade teachers are very proud of our 

students 

because they had great behavior on 

this trip and learned many of the 

standards that will help them on 

the CRCT! Way to go 5th graders! 

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
http://www.myaccess.com/myaccess/do/log
http://www.myaccess.com/myaccess/do/log
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Spring has officially sprung here at UGE and the students in the Garden Club and 

volunteers have been working very hard to make sure that students and teachers have a 

place to plant flowers and vegetables in the Panther Garden! 

The garden club students have been meeting every Thursday afternoon to move garden 

boxes, pull weeds, and create beautiful art for the garden. In addition, the students have 

been planting and watering seedlings indoors since late January. These seedlings will 

be used in outdoor garden boxes as soon as the danger of frost passes. Students have 

been taking care of our Georgia Red Wriggler earthworms. These squirmy composters 

provide precious castings, which are wonderful natural fertilizers for our garden plants. 

The garden club has been preparing for a sale on Math and Science night this year. 

Some of the items for sale will include: herbs, flowers, and worm castings. This sale 

will benefit the UGE Panther Garden and provide all of our students with seeds, plants,  

A few of our volunteers this spring have been Mr. Mark Olden, Mr. Shane Smith, and 

Mr. Monty Hartfield. A special thanks goes to these wonderful people for helping 

create garden boxes, hauling and shoveling soil, and donating their precious time. In 

addition, our students would like to thank the following people who have aided with 

the creation of the garden: Mrs. Elizabeth Crites and her family, Mrs. Julie Fowler, Mr. 

Greg Fowler, Mr. Ben Mason, Mrs. Tonya Mason, Mr. Dean Manross, Mrs. Heather 

Calvert, Mr. Marty Calvert, Mr. Troy McClellan and Tyler McClellan, Mr. Matt 

Jackson, Sienna and Caleb Jackson, Ms. Kimberly Thompson and Jake Thompson, 

Mr. Warren Holder and John Holder.  Without volunteers our garden would not thrive.  

If you are interested in volunteering in the school garden please send Mrs. Melanie 

Hartfield an e-mail at mhartfield@henry.k12.ga.us. We need some parents and 

students who are interested in gardening to help us take care of it this summer. In 

return for your help, you may be able to pick some fresh vegetables for your family to 

enjoy. Also, we are in need of garden rakes at this time. These may be dropped off in 

the school office.  

Panther Garden 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
mailto:mhartfield@henry.k12.ga.us
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Bringing Back The Past 

by Kennedy Allie 

Last nine weeks, Mrs. Calvert’s and Mrs. Olden’s 5th grade classes learned about 
WWII. To make students’ learning experiences more special and to give the class a 
better understanding of the war, a retired veteran, Kennedy Allie’s grandfather, came 
to talk to the classes about his experiences in fighting during WWII.   

Mr. Richard said, “Being a soldier means you have to have respect, honor, and disci-
pline.” He was drafted in the war when he was only 17 years old, but he volunteered 
for the draft and was happy and ready to fight! Although he was happy to fight for his 
country, there was a gigantic risk of life involved, so he had to make sure he kept in 
touch with his family.   While he was in the army, Mr. Richard sent what he called “e-
mails” to his parents.  He called the short notes written on paper “e-mails” even though 
they weren’t really “e-mails” to help us understand that their form of communication 
on paper is much how we communicate in e-mails today.  

Mr. Richard further spoke about how on his 19th birthday he was on an army base.  
When a student asked if he celebrated his birthday, he explained that there was a very 
little celebration, and he stated that holidays were rarely celebrated.  He also told the 
students all about the kind of food soldiers ate when they are were different countries 
fighting.  The chefs in charge of cooking for the soldiers weren’t that great at cooking.    
Kennedy’s grandfather told a story about stealing eggs from a farmer in Germany be-
cause they rarely ever ate fresh food.  Although it was wrong to steal, he said the eggs 
were delicious. Once soldiers took over areas from Germany, they stole anything they 
could get their hands on in order to survive.    

Continued... 

http://www.calexandercpa.com/
mailto:gsparrow@henrycounty.com
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When talking about battles, Mr. Richard spoke of D-Day.  In fact, it was the most 
powerful sea invasion yet that the allies constructed to help stop the axis powers from 
invading countries further.  According to Mr. Richard, D-Day began when thousands 
of paratroopers landed in Normandy, France and began landing behind enemy lines to 
stop the axis powers.  People were overjoyed when they saw the allied soldiers, who 
had come to take back France from the Nazis.  Lots of soldiers lost their lives in all of 
the battles fought, and this one was no different.  

When the war was over, British and American soldiers were happy.  Hitler lost control, 
and was no longer able to spread communism.  After the war, Mr. Richard was award-
ed several medals.  He then went to college, earned a degree, and worked as an engi-
neer.  He is very proud of all of the hard work he did, and America should be proud, 
too.    

Bringing Back the Past, continued... 

http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
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Nurses’ Notes 

San Diego Mexican Restau-
rant 

678-583-4003 

4959 Bill Gardner Pkwy Suite 101  

Free 
Cheese Dip 

With purchase  

Click for 

Menu 

Counselors’ Corner: Distinguishing Rude, Mean 

and Bullying Behavior 

Allergy season is here and warm weather is returning.  If your child has 
asthma or seasonal allergies, please make sure the clinic has their 
inhalers, nebulizer inhalation meds, and/or Benadryl, and you have 
signed a Medication Authorization Form. 

Also, we are still in dire need of small medicine cups, Q-tips, and peppermints. 

Thank you for your assistance! 

Nurse Peggy & Nurse Amy  

There is a real need to draw a distinction between behavior that is rude, behavior that 
is mean and behavior that is characteristic of bullying. I first heard bestselling 
children's author, Trudy Ludwig, talk about these distinguishing terms and, finding 
them so helpful, have gone on to use them as follows: 

Rude = Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else. 

A particular relative of mine (whose name it would be rude of me to mention) often 
looks my curly red hair up and down before inquiring in a sweet tone, "Have you ever 
thought about coloring your hair?" or "I think you look so much more sophisticated 
when you straighten your hair, Signe." This doting family member thinks she is 
helping me. he rest of the people in the room cringe at her boldness and I am left to 
wonder if being a brunette would suit me. Her comments can sting, but remembering 
that they come from a place of love -- in her mind -- helps me to remember what to do 
with the advice... 

From kids, rudeness might look more like burping in someone's face, jumping ahead 
in line, bragging about achieving the highest grade or even throwing a crushed up pile 
of leaves in someone's face. On their own, any of these behaviors could appear as 
elements of bullying, but when looked at in context, incidents of rudeness are usually 
spontaneous, unplanned inconsideration, based on thoughtlessness, poor manners or 
narcissism, but not meant to actually hurt someone. 
 
 Continued... 

http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/index.html
http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/cs/Satellite?blobkey=id&blobwhere=1301737538657&blobheader=application%2Fpdf&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadervalue1=inline%3B+filename%3Dfinal-2013-menu-san-deigo-0.pdf&blobcol=urldocument&blobtable=UXDocument&m
http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/cs/Satellite?blobkey=id&blobwhere=1301737538657&blobheader=application%2Fpdf&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadervalue1=inline%3B+filename%3Dfinal-2013-menu-san-deigo-0.pdf&blobcol=urldocument&blobtable=UXDocument&m
http://www.lookshairsalon.net/
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Counselors’ Corner, continued... 

Mean = Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe 
twice). 

The main distinction between "rude" and "mean" behavior has to do with intention; 
while rudeness is often unintentional, mean behavior very much aims to hurt or 
depreciate someone. Kids are mean to each other when they criticize clothing, 
appearance, intelligence, coolness or just about anything else they can find to denigrate. 
Meanness also sounds like words spoken in anger -- impulsive cruelty that is often 
regretted in short order. Very often, mean behavior in kids is motivated by angry 
feelings and/or the misguided goal of propping themselves up in comparison to the 
person they are putting down. Commonly, meanness in kids sounds an awful lot like: 

• "Are you seriously wearing that sweater again? Didn't you just wear it, like, last 
week? Get a life." 
• "You are so fat/ugly/stupid/gay." 
• "I hate you!" 

Make no mistake; mean behaviors can wound deeply and adults can make a huge 
difference in the lives of young people when they hold kids accountable for being 
mean. Yet, meanness is different from bullying in important ways that should be 
understood and differentiated when it comes to intervention. 

Bullying = Intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time, that involves an 
imbalance of power.  
 
Experts agree that bullying entails three key elements: an intent to harm, a power 
imbalance and repeated acts or threats of aggressive behavior. Kids who bully say or do 
something intentionally hurtful to others and they keep doing it, with no sense of regret 
or remorse -- even when targets of bullying show or express their hurt or tell the 
aggressors to stop. 

Bullying may be physical, verbal, relational or carried out via technology: 

• Physical aggression was once the gold standard of bullying-- the "sticks and stones" 
that made adults in charge stand up and take notice. This kind of bullying includes 
hitting, punching, kicking, spitting, tripping, hair pulling, slamming a child into a 
locker and a range of other behaviors that involve physical aggression. 

• Verbal aggression is what our parents used to advise us to "just ignore." We now 
know that despite the old adage, words and threats can, indeed, hurt and can even cause 
profound, lasting harm. 

• Relational aggression is a form of bullying in which kids use their friendship--or the 
threat of taking their friendship away--to hurt someone. Social exclusion, shunning, 
hazing, and rumor spreading are all forms of this pervasive type of bullying that can be 
especially beguiling and crushing to kids. 

• Cyberbullying is a specific form of bullying that involves technology. According to 
Hinduja and Patchin of the Cyberbullying Research Center, it is the "willful and 
repeated harm inflicted through the use of computers, cell phones, and other electronic 
devices." Notably, the likelihood of repeated harm is especially high with cyberbully-
ing because electronic messages can be accessed by multiple parties, resulting in 
repeated exposure and repeated harm. 

So, why is it so important to make the distinction between rude, mean and bullying? 
Can't I just let parents share with me stories about their kids? 

 
Continued... 
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Counselors’ Corner, continued... 

Here's the thing; in our culture of 24/7 news cycles and social media sound bytes, we 
have a better opportunity than ever before to bring attention to important issues. In the 
last few years, Americans have collectively paid attention to the issue of bullying like 
never before; millions of school children have been given a voice, 49 states in the U.S. 
have passed anti-bullying legislation, and thousands of adults have been trained in 
important strategies to keep kids safe and dignified in schools and communities. These 
are significant achievements. 

At the same time, however, I have already begun to see that gratuitous references to 
bullying are creating a bit of a "little boy who cried wolf" phenomena. In other words, 
if kids and parents improperly classify rudeness and mean behavior as bullying -- 
whether to simply make conversation or to bring attention to their short-term 
discomfort -- we all run the risk of becoming so sick and tired of hearing the word that 
this actual life-and-death issue among young people loses its urgency as quickly as it 
rose to prominence. 

It is important to distinguish between rude, mean and bullying so that teachers, school 
administrators, police, youth workers, parents and kids all know what to pay attention 
to and when to intervene. As we have heard too often in the news, a child's future may 
depend on a non-jaded adult's ability to discern between rudeness at the bus stop and 
life-altering bullying. 

Signe Whitson is a licensed therapist, national educator on bullying, and author of 
three books including Friendship & Other Weapons: Group Activities to Help Young 
Girls Cope with Bullying. For more information or workshop inquiries, please visit 
www.signewhitson.com 

ATTENDANCE – Why is it important? 

 30% of high school students, 20% of middle school students, and 14% of 
elementary students are truant in the United States. 

 Unexcused absences increase with grade level. 

 There are legal and personal consequences for poor school attendance. 

 88% of all adult prison inmates in Georgia are high school drop outs. (Georgia 
Department of Corrections, 2003) 

 70% of suspended youth are chronically truant in the previous six months. 
(Georgia Department of  Education, 2003) 

 97% of expelled youth are chronically truant in the previous year. (Georgia 
Department of Education, 2003) 

Continued... 

http://www.signewhitson.com
http://www.mommysclub.com/503414%3chttp:/www.mommysclub.com/503414
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ATTENDANCE, continued... 

 80% of dropouts were chronically truant in the past year. (Georgia Department of 
Education, 2003) 

 90% of youth in detention for delinquent acts were truant.  (Georgia Department 
of Juvenile Justice, 2005)  

What could happen to truant students? 

 Educational failure / poor achievement 

 Dropping out of school 

 Poor employability and/or poor work stability 

 Delinquent and criminal behavior 

 Unstable personal relationships 

 Poverty 

5th GRADE PARENTS 

Please turn in the following by May 15th, 2014: 

 Current proofs of residency (property tax statement or lease and 2 utilities) 

 Updated immunizations and eye, ear, and dental form 

 Middle school registration paperwork including band/chorus forms.   

Rising Sixth Grader Information 

As spring continues to gain momentum, we are getting more and more excited about 
our new class of sixth grade students joining our middle school.  Rising 6th Grade 
Parent Night will be May 8th, 2014 @ 6:00 PM – LGMS Gymnasium.  Locust Grove 
Middle School students experience blended learning to get them college and career 
ready.  Blended learning benefits include: 

·         Move On When Ready 

·         Building capacity for independence & responsibility 

·         Differentiated Interventions 

·         Real time/On demand data 
Continued... 

http://whmcafee.com/
http://massagesolutionsofmcdonough.com/
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5th GRADE PARENTS, continued... 

·         Continuous Feedback 

·         Reinforcement of real world skills 

·         Smaller class sizes (15/1 student to teacher ratio) 

·         Project based classrooms 

Call for reservations (770-957-6055) to tour the Academy Program on one of the 
following dates: 

                Tuesday, May 6th @ 2:00 PM 

                Tuesday, May 13th @ 2:00 PM 

                Wednesday, May 14th @ 10:00 AM 

                Tuesday, May 20th @ 2:00 PM 

                Wednesday, May 21st @ 10:00 AM 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Tony Townsend 

Principal 

Locust Grove Middle School 

Media Festival 

The Henry county media festival was held on Friday.  Today, we are proud to 
announce the judging results. 

The following projects were names earned first place scores and will be sent to the 
upcoming state media festival: 

I’m Back and I’m Better than Ever Daniel Mullen, Levi Radford, Kellen Phillips 

Sam Has Four Eyes   Jack Pringle and Sam Pringle 

Helping Hands    Cheyenne Koebrick & Haley Reynolds 

Let’s Talk Trash   Emily Crites & Julia Crites 

We are extremely proud of these students.  The students worked for months to create 
the projects and their projects are OUTSTANDING.   
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Noah’s Ark Totals 

Kindergarten: $68.44 

First Grade: $255.93 

Second Grade: $273.16 

Third Grade: $305.81 

Fourth Grade: $123.35 

Fifth Grade: $54.04 

Total Donations: $1080.73!!!! 

Third Grade has won the field trip. We will be taking the field trip on May 8th 
instead of May 9th due to Mini-Society Market Day. Congratulations!!!! Thank 
you to everyone who helped out. We are so proud of Unity Grove Elementary! 
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Upcoming Events for April & May 

Your Ad Here 

APRIL 

24 – April 30 – CRCT (3rd - 5th ) 

25 – Progress Reports  

MAY 

5-9 – Early Kindergarten Registration 

6 – Locust Grove Middle Parent Night for rising 6th graders 

9 – Market Day (3rd) 

13 – Field Day (3rd – 5th) 

14 – Field Day (K – 2nd) 

14 – School Council Elections – 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 

15 – Volunteer Breakfast – 8:30 a.m. 

20 – K Program – Bethany Baptist Church – 6:30 p.m. 

23 – Last Day of School 

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/

